SMALL GROUPS & DISCIPLESHIP
Learning to hear from God and obey God >> Slowing down in order to catch up to God

The main focus of Jesus' life and ministry was to announce the
availability of the Kingdom of God (Mark 1:15).
Jesus wanted His disciples to be captured by how wonderful God’s Kingdom
is and how breathtakingly good and beautiful God is.
Our vision of God and His Kingdom is not only that we know where we go when we die, it’s a
vision of our lives being transformed, becoming more and more like Jesus (2 Cor. 3:18). How
does this work in our lives? The pathway that God uses to bring about transformation in us is
obedience. Learning to hear from God and obey God is part of the very heart of discipleship –
Jesus said teach them to obey.
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:
18-20)
“But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all
things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.” (John 14:26)
Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and
we will come to them and make our home with them. (John 14:23)
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. (James 1:22)
And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands. As you have heard from the
beginning, his command is that you walk in love. (2 John 1:6)

What’s this got to do with Small Groups?
We want to slow the process down, (some of the same questions over a longer period of time)
because it takes time and courage to identify where God might be at work and then to join
Him (leading to obedience). A Small Group is a great place to do this.
The Small Group Discussion Guide includes questions directly related to the message / Bible
passage as well as some repeated questions that are more personal in nature (but still Biblecentred).
Discipleship is a life long journey, where we are trusting in the slow work of God. But it’s not
just about time - it’s also about learning 'obedience'. If I we find it hard to identify where God
is at work, this is more than likely the place to start. When it’s getting hard and
uncomfortable, it doesn’t mean that God isn’t in it - it may often be hard and uncomfortable!

