
DISCIPLESHIP IS...d i s c i p l e s h i p i s
Discipleship  is  your  life  being  renewed

WITH  Jesus ,  FOR  Jesus ,  and  THROUGH  Jesus

JESUS: Matthew 6:6, Mark 1:35, Luke 5:16,

             Mark 11:22-25

EARLY CHURCH: Acts 2:42,

                             Philippians 3:12

JESUS: Matthew 5:16, Matthew 6:33-34,

             Matthew 22:37-39

EARLY CHURCH: Romans 12:1-2,

                             Ephesians 5:15-17

JESUS: John 17:11, John 13:34-35

EARLY CHURCH: Acts 4:32-35,

                               Hebrews 10:24-25,

                               Romans 12:4-5, Romans 15:14

JESUS: Luke 9:23, Luke 14:26-33,

             Mark 10:43-45

EARLY CHURCH: 1 Corinthians 13,

                             Ephesians 4:32

JESUS: Matthew 28:18-20, Mark 6:34,

             John 3:16-17

EARLY CHURCH: Acts 1:8, Colossians 4:5-6,

                             1 Corinthians 9:16

Here are 5 things that discipleship looks like along with some Bible verses that show what they

looked like in the early church and in Jesus’ ministry to his disciples.

Of course, there are many more verses than these and we encourage you to do your own

reading to find verses that speak to you when considering what discipleship looks like in your

own life.



Luke 5:16 (NIV)

But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.

Mark 11:22-25 (MSG)

Embrace this God-life. Really embrace it, and nothing will be too much for you. This mountain, for

instance: Just say, ‘Go jump in the lake’ – no shuffling or shilly-shallying – and it’s as good as done.

That’s why I urge you to pray for absolutely everything, ranging from small to large. Include everything

as you embrace this God-life, and you’ll get God’s everything. And when you assume the posture of

prayer, remember that it’s not all asking. If you have anything against someone, forgive – only then will

your heavenly Father be inclined to also wipe your slate clean of sins.

JESUS:

Matthew 6:6 (NIV)

But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray

to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees

what is done in secret, will reward you.

Mark 1:35 (NIV)

Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up,

left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he

prayed.
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EARLY CHURCH:

Acts 2:42 (NIV)

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to

prayer.

Philippians 3:12 (TPT)

I admit that I haven’t yet acquired the absolute fullness that I’m pursuing, but I run with passion into his

abundance so that I may reach the purpose that Jesus Christ has called me to fulfil and wants me to

discover.

What verses have you found that relate to your discipleship being intentional?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________



Matthew 22:37-39 (AMP)

'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This

is the first and greatest commandment. The second is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbour as

yourself', that is, unselfishly seek the best or higher good for others.

JESUS:

Matthew 5:16 (NIV)

In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they

may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.

Matthew 6:33-34 (NIV)

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these

things will be given to you as well. Therefore, do not worry

about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each

day has enough trouble of its own.
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EARLY CHURCH:

Romans 12:1-2 (MSG)

So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life - your sleeping,

eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life - and place it before God as an offering. Embracing

what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. Don’t become so well-adjusted to your

culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed

from the inside out. Readily recognise what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the

culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of

you, develops well-formed maturity in you.

Ephesians 5:15-17 (AMP)

Therefore see that you walk carefully, living life with honour, purpose and courage; shunning those

who tolerate and enable evil, not as the unwise, but as wise, sensible, intelligent, discerning people,

making the very most of your time on earth, recognising and taking advantage of each opportunity

and using it with wisdom and diligence, because the days are filled with evil. Therefore do not be

foolish and thoughtless, but understand and firmly grasp what the will of the Lord is.

What verses have you found that relate to your discipleship being holistic?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
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EARLY CHURCH:

Acts 4:32-35 (NIV)

All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but

they shared everything they had. With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the

Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all that there was no needy person among them.

For from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and put it at

the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need.

Hebrews 10:24-25 (TPT)

Discover creative ways to encourage others and to motivate them toward acts of compassion, doing beautiful

works as expressions of love. This is not the time to pull away and neglect meeting together, as some have

formed the habit of doing. In fact, we should come together even more frequently, eager to encourage and

urge each other onward as we anticipate that day dawning.

Romans 12:4-5 (TPT)

In the human body there are many parts and organs, each with a unique function. And so it is the body of Christ.

For though we are many, we’ve all been mingled into one body in Christ. This means that we are all vitally joined

to one another, with each contributing to the others.

Romans 15:14 (NIV)

I myself am convinced, my brothers and sisters, that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with knowledge

and competent to instruct one another.

What verses have you found that relate to your discipleship being communal?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

JESUS:

John 17:11 (TPT)

Holy Father, I am about to leave this world to return and be

with you, but my disciples will remain here. So I ask that by the

power of your name, protect each one that you have given me, and

watch over them so that they will be united as one, even as we are

one.

John 13:34-35 (MSG)

Let me give you a new command: Love one another. In the same

way I loved you, you love one another. This is how everyone will 

recognise that you are my disciples – when they see the love you have for each other.



going into battle against another king without first deciding whether it is possible with his ten thousand troops to face the

twenty thousand troops of the other? And if he decides he can’t, won’t he send an emissary and work out a truce? Simply

put, if you’re not willing to take what is dearest to you, whether plans or people, and kiss it good-bye, you can’t be my

disciple.

Mark 10:43-45 (NIV)

Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of

all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.

JESUS:

Luke 9:23 (NIV)

Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their

cross daily and follow me.

Luke 14:26-33 (MSG)

Anyone who comes to me but refuses to let go of father, mother, spouse,

children, brothers, sisters – yes, even one’s own self! – can’t be my disciple.

Anyone who won’t shoulder his own cross and follow behind me can’t be

my disciple. Is there anyone here who, planning to build a new house,

doesn’t first sit down and figure the cost so you’ll know if you can

complete it? If you only get the foundation laid and then run out of money,

you’re going to look pretty foolish. Everyone passing by will poke fun at

you: ‘He started something he couldn’t finish.’ Or can you imagine a king 
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EARLY CHURCH:

1 Corinthians 13 (NIV)

If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I

have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains,

but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but

do not have love, I gain nothing. Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not

dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but

rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails. But where there

are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.

For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears. When I was a child,

I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind

me. For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know

fully, even as I am fully known. And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

Ephesians 4:32 (AMP)

Be kind and helpful to one another, tender-hearted, compassionate, understanding, forgiving one another readily and freely,

just as God in Christ also forgave you.

What verses have you found that relate to your discipleship being selfless?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________



moved with compassion for them, because they were like sheep not having a shepherd.

John 3:16-17 (MSG)

This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only Son. And this is why: so that

no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life. God didn’t

go to all the trouble of sending his Son merely to point an accusing finger, telling the world how bad

it was. He came to help, to put the world right again.

JESUS:

Matthew 28:18-20 (TPT)

All the authority of the universe has been given to me. Now

wherever you go, make disciples of all nations, baptising them

in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. And

teach them to faithfully follow all that I have commanded you.

And never forget that I am with you every day, even to the

completion of this age.

Mark 6:34 (NKJV)

And Jesus, when He came out, saw a great multitude and was 
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EARLY CHURCH:

Acts 1:8 (NIV)

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

Colossians 4:5-6 (TPT)

Walk in the wisdom of God as you live before the unbelievers, and make it your duty to make him

known. Let every word you speak be drenched with grace and tempered with truth and clarity. For

then you will be prepared to give a respectful answer to anyone who asks about your faith.

1 Corinthians 9:16 (TPT)

For you see, even though I proclaim the good news, I can’t take the credit for my labours, for I am

compelled to fulfil my duty by completing this work. It would be agony to me if I did not constantly

preach the gospel!

What verses have you found that relate to your discipleship being missional?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________


